Abortion, on the other hand, is totally different. An ovum has been sent out by the ovary, conveyed to the womb by the Fallopian tube, and has been received by the womb. It has also become attached to that organ, which has so far performed its duty, in assuming the usual vascular orgasm in its inner surface, and pouring forth the usual plastic materials to form a decidua. The ovum has further received blood from the uterine vessels, has been animated, increased in size, and developed to a certain extent in all its parts and organs. All its members have been written in the book ; and according to the laws which regulate the growth of living beings in the womb, they have been gradually evolved, and grown to a certain magnitude. Here, however, they have at once or slowly ceased to grow any further.
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The vessels have ceased to convey blood from the womb of the parent to the members of the growing animal; or the ovum has been from some cause separated from the inner surface of the womb; and the uniting vessels have been lace rated ; and death of the ovum has been the result. This occurrence usually takes place before the full time of parturition. It is accordingly an untimely birth ; and hence this term and that of abortion have been often used synonymously.
What may be the cause or causes of these phenomena? This is the question which it is the object of Mr Whitehead's work to elucidate, and to explain.
To the due performance of its functions a certain state of the uterus is requisite. This condition is menstruation, an act consisting in the periodical secretion from the inner surface of the uterus of a certain quantity of blood-coloured fluid. The phenomena of menstruation are understood to occur monthly, the discharge occupying from three to seven days. Of course variations may take place; the time being shorter in some females and more lengthened in others. Some irregularity takes place, it has been long known, even within the limits of health; and though females always attach great importance to the presence and the regular return of this secretion, in its effects on health, yet probably in this, as in other processes, nature allows or at least endures considerable latitude.
With the view of ascertaining how far irregularities in me n of Abortion and And, escaping from the uterus in the separated form before described, the small clots are immediately dissolved in the vaginal mucus, being thus enabled to pass off in an uninterrupted stream ; the fluid at this period possessing properties very different from those of either of the products of which it is compounded."?Pp. 21-27- Here then is the explanation given by the author, of the peculiar character of the blood of the menstrual secretion. When discharged from the vessels of the uterus, it is quite similar to blood circulating in the blood-vessels. But as it is mixed with the vaginal mucus, the fibrinous portion is softened and dissolved; and it then presents itself as blood which does not coagulate.
The exact source of menstruation he establishes more accurately than has been done by any previous observer:? dentation of the surface above it, was observed in the same ovary. We have entered fully into the enumeration of the contents of this work, because these contents give proof of great industry, and much attention to discover and explain truth, and contain a large amount of useful and precise information. The work deserves, we further add, and it ought to obtain, a careful and repeated perusal, not only from obstetrical practitioners, but from all who wish to understand the nature, forms, and influence of uterine diseases.
